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The League for God 


FRANCIS X. TALBOT, S.J. 
Editor of The Catholic Mind and of America 


erouT the beginning of 1939, four laymen, a cotton 

broker, a revenue officer, an accountant and a 
stockbroker, together with a priest, a curate in a busy 
parish, founded in England an organization called by 
them “The League for God.” The five of them prefer 
to remain anonymous since, as one states, “our rule is 
not to identify the work with persons.” 

There is another associate of the League for God, 
and one of its earlier organizers. He is a writer by 
profession, and permission was granted to him by 
the other five to add his name to an article published 
in America, August 3, 1940, under the title: God on 
the Doorsteps. Joseph G. Miles signs himself as an 
Assistant Secretary. 

An explanation of the purposes of the League for 
God, of its method of operation and of the success that 
ithas attained in England will be found in the article, 
God on the Doorsteps. Immediately upon publication, 
avery great number of requests came from all over 

§ the United States for copies of the leaflets prepared 
and distributed in England. Meanwhile, I had written 
tothe Secretary of the League for God asking him for 

#m *complete set of the leaflets and for permission to re- 
‘int them in THE CATHOLIC MIND. I had inquired, 
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likewise about the possibility of setting up a League 
for God in this country. 

Full rights for publication of the leaflets in the 
United States were granted. They are herewith pre- 
sented in this issue and in the succeeding numbers of 
THE CATHOLIC MIND. The original intention of the 
founders of the League for God was that of issuing a 
leaflet each month. That was the practice followed 
in England. We have gathered them together in this 
pamphlet form, printing as many as we can in this 
issue, and continuing their publication in later issues. 
If feasible, and if there may be a demand, we shall con- 
sider the publication of each individual article in a 
four-page leaflet. 

As to the organization of the League for God in 
the United States, the Secretary wished to reserve to 
the founders the authorization for any similar society. 
He wrote: “As regards the League for God in the 
United States, we have given a good deal of thought to 
this problem when it has arisen in other countries, for 
example, South Africa. Our fixed policy is to ask 
people who are interested to get in touch with us di- 
rectly. In this way, we are enabled to see that our 
work goes forward with as much personal contact as 
possible. Moreover, we are opposed to a big scale be- 
ginning. We have found that precisely where the 
work has started ‘big,’ there it has collapsed soonest. 
Much the best plan is for one man to start on his own 
street, or the next street, to gather a few friends of 
like mind, and so let the work grow steadily.” 

Those who may wish to get in correspondence with 
the founders may address the Honorable Secretary, 
The League for God, 53, Heath Road, Bebington, 
Cheshire, England. 

Orders for additional copies of THE CATHOLIC 
MIND containing these reprints may be placed with 
The America Press, 53 Park Place, New York. Notice 

will be given of the issuance of individual leaflets. 
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ue — THE LEAGUE FoR Gop 
she The Object of the League 


re- To work and pray that all men may know, love and 
of serve God, and to produce and distribute free a series 
the of monthly leaflets to every house in Great Britain. 
ga 


ved The League Idea: Work, Prayer and Sacrifice 


this Work. Each member of the League is asked to adopt 
a particular street and to see that each house in it 


ee receives one of the series of League leaflets in its 
me letter-box each month. 

Prayer. Each member is asked to pray that the peo- 
d in ple in the street adopted may know, love and serve 
re to God. 


iety. Sacrifice. Each member is asked, if possible, to pro- 
vide the cost of the leaflets which he or she dis- 
tributes. 



















3, for 

) ask § What the League for God is doing 

is di- § It is distributing its leaflets each month to tens of 
t our thousands of homes. 


It is bringing God back to the people of this country. 


: It is confirming and strengthening the faith of those 
onest, who still believe in God. 
s own & /t is restoring the knowledge of God to those who have 


lost their belief in Him. 


It is providing definite apostolic work for men, women 
and societies, which they can do for God. 
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The League work has been taken up by many 
branches of Catholic Societies. 

The League leaflets are being used for Apologetics 
Classes, for instruction of converts and for Study 
Circles in many parts of the country. 

The League has the enthusiastic approval and 
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blessing of the Hierarchy. Cardinal Hinsley has given 
it his “fullest approval and biggest blessing.” One of 
the Bishops has described it as “the most hopeful ven- 
ture against the seemingly all-conquering invasion of 
Godlessness. 


What the League wants You to do 
A form is enclosed on which you can give us the 

name of the street you wish to adopt for distribution, 

and the number of leaflets you will require each month. 

We want you to distribute them by putting one in the 
letter-box of each house of the street you have 
chosen. 

We want you to offer up your Masses and Commun- 
ions, your Rosaries and visits to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment for the people in the street where you dis- 
tribute the leaflets. 

We want you to pray that those who receive the leaf- 
lets may know, love and serve God. 

Many of the people in the houses to which you 
will distribute, know little about God. Many never 
receive any instruction in the things of God. They go 
to no church. They are constantly receiving anti- 
God literature. One of our distributors writes to tell 
us that an atheist acquaintance of hers has been re- 
sponsible for the distribution of three million anti-God 
leaflets in one year! 

The Godless have vast material means to further 
their cause. They are enthusiastic and zealous to the 
last degree. Ignorance and their propaganda are turn- 
ing the people of this country away from God. 

You can counteract this double menace of ignorance 
of God and militant atheist propaganda. You have 
more powerful weapons than all the atheists put to- 
gether. 


You have Truth, Work, Prayer and Sacrifice. We 
want You to use these weapons to fight for God. 
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I 
IDEAS ... 


Ideas can change the destinies of nations and revo- 
lutionize the world. The idea of freedom, for in- 
stance, resulted during the last war in countless thou- 
sands leaving their homes and their families, sacrific- 
ing their worldly prospects, and laying down their 
lives on foreign soil. For the idea of freedom men have 
dethroned kings, overthrown governments, and per- 
formed deeds of the greatest heroism and self-sacrifice. 


Today another idea is abroad 


It is an idea that may well change the history of 
the whole world. If ever that idea is generally ac- 
cepted it will result in an upheaval such as history 
has never known. It will bring our civilization, built 
up by centuries of Christian belief and practice, crash- 
ing about our ears in unutterable confusion and ruin. 


This idea is the idea that there is no God 

Many who hold this idea are prepared to go to any 
lengths to do away with the very thought of God. 
They wish to wipe out all knowledge of Him from the 
minds of men, and it was this desire which brought 
about the Godless Congress which took place in Lon- 
don in September, 1938. 

But from one idea other ideas may be born, and this 
deliberate attack upon God, morality and religion de- 
termined a certain number of men and women to or- 
ganize a protest against it. They spoke to their friends 
about it; they approached their neighbors, and, even- 
tually, they found ninety men and women willing to 
brave the biting winds and the freezing pavements of 
winter to go from door to door, asking for the signa- 
tures of those who wished to protest against this Anti- 
God Congress. 








326 





THE LEAGUE FOR GOD 





The cold grew worse day by day. One after an- 
other of these voluntary workers went down with 
colds and ’flu, but still the work went on. At last came 
a break in the weather, but their troubles were not yet 
over. The cold spell came to an end only to be followed 
by night after night of almost continuous heavy rain. 
It seemed that the task of obtaining signatures would 
never be completed. Still the workers went doggedly 
on, and on many occasions when house to house can- 
vassing seemed almost a sheer physical impossibility, 
they were to be seen going steadily from door to door. 
Eventually the day came when the last road and the 
last house had been visited, and a huge pile of signa- 
tures was despatched to the Home Secretary. 

Their task was done, but they now realized that an 
even greater task lay before them. Their house to 
house canvass had revealed the fact that whilst ninety 
per cent of the people in their district still retained 
their belief in God, the vast majority were unable to 
give any convincing reasons for that belief. They 
found that few attended any place of worship and that 
fewer still received any reasoned instruction. 

They realized the uselessness of merely crying out 
against the ever increasing Godlessness of national 
and international life. They saw that the root cause 
of this was ignorance and that something must be done 
to teach people about God and to safeguard the faith 
of those who still believe in Him. Especially they saw 
the necessity to bring Faith in God to the children, 
who, today, receive little or no teaching about Him in 
the schools. 

This group of men and women, willing workers for 
God, decided to organize a League for God—a league 
which would pray and work so that all men might 
know, love and serve God, and which would combat by 
prayer, work and sacrifice the terrible menace of igno- 
rance of Almighty God. It was decided, therefore, 
that The League for God should be an organization 
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devoted to instructing and confirming the Faith of 
those who still believe in God and His Divine Son, and 
to restoring the knowledge of God to those who have 
lost their Faith in Him. The League would thus cut 
at the very roots of that ignorance and neglect of God 
which is the cause of so much injustice in the world 
today. 


The League Plan 

Plans were discussed and it was decided that the 
best method of spreading the knowledge and the love 
of God would be to produce a series of leaflets month 
by month giving simple proofs that God exists, show- 
ing His great goodness to us, and setting out in simple 
language the reasons why men should know, love and 
serve Him. It was decided to organize the distribu- 
tion of these leaflets to every household throughout 
the length and breadth of our country. Each member 
would adopt a street, work for it, pray for it and pay 
for it. He would undertake to see that each house 
in his adopted street received a League for God leaf- 
let in its letter-box each month. He would pray for 
the people in that street, that they might know, love 
and serve God. He would pay for the leaflets he used 
each month. 


The Founders of the League had 
no means to start this good work 

Their experience had taught them the vast good- 
will existing among all members of the community, 
and they knew they would rally to their support. 
They were not disappointed. Those who had acted as 
voluntary workers in the protest against the Anti-God 
Congress were the League’s first members, and with- 
out exception, all undertook to distribute the leaflets 
or to assist the work by a monthly subscription. 

Since then The League for God has distributed 
Many millions of leaflets and hundreds of thousands 
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of households all over the country have been provided 
with proofs of the existence of God. Many who had 
forgotten Him have again been brought to the remem- 
brance of His existence. Many whose belief in Him 
was growing dim have had their belief in Him strength- 
ened and confirmed. As the leaflets become better 
known, the demand for them is increasing still further. 

If the League’s aim of a leaflet a month for every 
household in Great Britain is to be accomplished it 
must have many more distributors and subscribers 
everywhere. Truth is on the League’s side. Jt must 
succeed, but we cannot expect God to bless and pros- 
per the work unless we all do our share. The continu- 
ance of the League’s work depends, therefore, upon 
your willing cooperation. 


Christianity calls for action 

Christianity calls for action from you. But not 
everyone can go out into the streets and the market 
places to declare the faith that is in them. Not every- 
one has the knowledge necessary to refute those who 
deny the existence of God. Yet, obviously, this is the 
action that is needed—and you can help. 

One thing is certain. This great work must go on 
if our country is to be regained for God. The League’s 
efforts must be increased and its scope widened to in- 
clude the whole community. The League looks to you 
to do something for God. Will you help this good 
cause? You have seen the League’s leaflets, you know 
the aims and objects of the League. You are asked, 
therefore, to make up your mind now that you will 
assist the work in one or other of the ways outlined 
above. 
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II 
Have You Ever WoNDERED... 


Why we are on earth? Life is very monotonous 
and hard, pleasures are very few and far between, 
and, for the great majority, it is just one long round 
of troubles and hardships, with very little of this 
world’s goods to make it more bearable. There is no 
certainty about our work, no security for the future, 
and, when we are lucky enough to be at work, wages 
are seldom more than sufficient to keep body and soul 
together. 


What is the use of living? Who put us here? 
Why? 

And what will happen to us at death? Shall we 
die like dogs, and will that be the end? Or is there 
another life when this one is over? 

Most of us have asked ourselves such questions as 
these at one time or another, and most of us have 
heard the answer that we are here because God put 
us here—that we were made to know, love and serve 
God in this world, and to be happy with Him forever 
in the next. 

But is that answer sufficient? 


What proof have we that there is a God? 
And supposing that He does exist, how can we 
mow Him when we cannot see Him? 

In any case, even if God did make us, why should 
ve love and serve a God Who so often allows us to be 
wld and hungry, poorly clad and badly housed, and to 
sttuggle from day to day to make ends meet? 


ls He worthy of our love and service? 


Such are the questions which will be dealt with in 
these leaflets, which you will receive from time to time, 
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and, in this first of the series, we cannot do better 
than consider the reasons we have for believing in the 
existence of a Supreme Being. 


The World must have been made by Someone 

In the first place, then, our commonsense tells us 
that the earth, the sun, the moon, the stars, and all the 
wonderful things about us must have been made by 
someone. 


It is absurd to suppose that the universe and all 


the living things within it were produced by no one 
out of nothing, or that they are the result of mere, 
blind chance. 

When we go into a shop, and are offered an article 
by the shopkeeper, we often ask: “Whose make is it?” 
We know perfectly well that it was made by someone. 

If it is a cake, for instance, we are quite sure that 
the flour, butter, eggs, sultanas and currants did not 
jump into a cake tin, mix themselves together of their 
own accord and bake themselves into a cake. 

We know that the cake does not exist by mere 
chance. 

We are sure that somebody made that cake. We 
know that it must have had a maker. 


Trees, cakes, seeds, men, don’t make themselves 

And when we see a tree, a living tree, with every 
branch and twig bursting into new life in the spring, 
we can be equally sure that it is not the result of chance 
or accident. We can be sure that it was made by 
someone. For to say a cake needs a maker while 4 
living thing does not, would not be reasonable. It 
would be idiotic. 

There can be no effect without a cause. Every- 
thing in the world which has being is dependent for its 
existence on something else which has gone before it. 
This generation of men would not exist but for past 
generations. Every child owes its existence to its 
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parents, who, in their turn, owe their being to their 
own parents. 

Every man, therefore, is the effect of some cause 
outside of himself, just as the tree is the effect of the 
seed from which it sprang. 


Someone intelligent caused all things 

To what cause outside of himself did the first man 
owe his existence? 

Some people say he was evolved from the ape. 
But, in that case, who, or what, was the cause of the 
ape? 

Ultimately, there is only one answer. There must 
be something which is not the effect of a cause; some- 
thing which is the cause itself. There must be Some- 
thing which is not dependent, which has independent 
being, and exists of its own power. 


That something is the First Cause 

There must be a First Cause, the independent Be- 
ing, otherwise all beings would be dependent. But it 
is clearly impossible for all beings to be dependent, 
for those who are dependent must depend on something, 
and if all beings were dependent there would be noth- 
ing remaining for any being to depend upon. 

Hence, we see there must be a First Cause, the 
independent Being, upon Whom all other beings de- 
pend. 


That independent being is the First Cause, and 
is called God 

Again, we all know that only where there is in- 
telligence do we find law and order. Look at the uni- 
verse around you. You will find order everywhere. 
Everything moves with ordered smoothness and pre- 
tision. Everything moves according to some positive, 
well-defined plan. 
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Law and Order come from an Intelligent Being 

Where these exist they are not the result of blind 
chance. Order and chance have nothing in common. 

We have but to study the planets, the stars, the 
rising and setting of the sun, the waxing and waning 
of the moon, and the ordered movements of the tides, 
to know that behind all these is some intelligence like 
to that of man, but of an infinitely higher order. 

These things do not occur with unfailing regularity 
day after day, year after year, for centuries, without 
intelligent planning. They occur in obedience to fixed 
laws. 


Law and Order are proof of a Law-Giver 

This wonderful world in which we live could not 
just happen, any more than a modern railway could 
happen, without some intelligence to bring it into be- 
ing and to maintain it. The order and beauty every- 
where manifest, point unerringly to a Divine Intelli- 
gence, to the Divine Designer of all nature—God. 
There is no other possible explanation. 


There is no possible doubt that 
the world was created by God 


In later leaflets we shall give proofs of this, and 
we shall also consider how we can know, love and serve 
God, and why we should do so. 

We shall discuss also the question of God’s love for 
us, why there is so much suffering in the world, so 
many wars, sO many injustices, so many hardships, 
and why, if God loves us, He allows us to suffer. 
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Ill 
THROW A PACK OF CARDS IN THE AIR 


Will they come down in a straight line and in or- 
der—hearts here, spades there, and so on? You know 
very well they will not. Supposing you had to keep on 
throwing them into the air until they did come down 
in an ordered straight line. How long would you be 
at it? You don’t know, and I don’t know. Nobody 
knows. It is what is called Chance. You might get it 
right first time, or it might take you years, but in all 
probability you would never get it right. You have no 
control over the cards; you cannot make them come 
down as you wish. 

But supposing you had a friend who could throw 
those cards into the air and make them come down in 
a straight line and in order—and not only once, but 
every time? Wouldn’t you agree that it could not be 
the result of blind chance? Of course you would. 
You would know that the cards had not arranged them- 
elves in order by themselves, You would be sure 
that your friend had control over them. 


lt cannot be chance 


Well, now, look at the world of nature around you. 
lsthere not order there? Do not things happen regu- 
larly day after day, week after week, year after year 
—the same today as yesterday, the same this year as 
lst year? If there not order everywhere? Is it not 
tbvious, then, that someone has control over these 
things, too? It cannot be chance that the sun rose this 
morning, just as it rose yesterday and the day before 
~just as it has risen every morning for thousands of 
years. It is not by chance that scientists can tell of an 
tlipse hundreds of years before it happens. 
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Go into the country 

Look at the trees and the birds. Can it be chance 
that the acorn always develops into an oak and never 
into a chestnut tree? Is it chance that the egg of a 
starling always contains a starling and not sometimes 
a thrush or a jackdaw? If chance governed these 
things, how could you be sure that the daffodil bulbs 
planted in your garden would not produce snowdrops? 
But you are sure. You know that these things do not 
occur by chance. You know that they are the result 
of fixed laws—that an animal or a plant always repro- 
duces its like, generation after generation. You know 
that there is order in nature. 


But where there are laws, there must be a lawgiver 
and where there is order there must be a mind 
at work to produce that order 

Laws do not make themselves any more than a 
watch makes itself. There is no order unless some 
Intelligence produces it. Wherever the human mind 
perceives order and arrangement it knows at once 
and with certainty that some Intelligence is respon- 
sible. Even a salad needs selection and mixing; we 
know that a paint brush does not paint a picture. 
They both need a mind. The untellible wonders of the 
universe, the law and order we find everywhere in 
nature, prove the existence of a Master Mind. 

Whose is that Master Mind? Whose is the Intelli- 
gence which is responsible for the law and order ezist- 
ing in nature? 


It can be none other than the mind of God 
Let us consider one other proof of this. Did you 
ever see an umbrella get out of a hall-stand, unlock 
the front door and toddle off down the road unaided! 
“Of course not,” you will say. “Lifeless things do not 
move of their own accord, they move only when they 
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are moved: they must have help from outside.” Good. 
Then how did the earth get its motion if there is no 


nce F one to move it? Clearly there must be some being 
ver | distinct from the earth who gave it motion. “Not at 
of 4} all,” it will be said, “the sun in its motion flung off the 
-4 earth as a fragment and it has gone on spinning ever 


} since.” But, in that case, whence came the motion of 
-_ the sun? Science can give no answer. The only re- 
Ope ply which can set our questioning minds at rest is that 
not } the motion of the earth is due ultimately to the Source 
esult Ff Motion—to a First Mover. 


This being, independent and therefore existing 
of His own power, uncaused and therefore eter- 
giver | nal, is the first cause—God 


mind Our next step, therefore, must be to consider the 
nature of God, and, as we shall see in this and later 
leaflets, this may be known in part from the evidence 
of our senses and from reason. 

Let us suppose, for instance, that a new office 
Manager, not yet acquainted with his staff, is shown 
the books of the office. Suppose he inspects the cash 
hook and that he finds it one mass of blots, with fig- 
wres rubbed out everywhere, and every addition hope- 
lkssly wrong. Will he not know a good deal about his 
ashier from the condition of his book? 

If he opens another book, let us say the ledger, in 
which every word is clearly written, every figure placed 
exactly under the one above it, and every addition cor- 
tet, will he not know a great deal about the ledger 
derk, too? Of course he will. 

But suppose he inquires: “Who did this?” and is 
tld: “Oh, no one looks after that book. There was 
wme ink in the inkwell, and it got on the paper and 
1— Made all those entries and then they added themselves 
gether and that is the result.” Do you think the 
Manager would accept such a stupid explanation for a 
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neat and accurate and well-kept ledger? Yet this is 
precisely the explanation offered for the existence of 
our wonderful world by those who call themselves 
atheists! 

No, the office manager would know from his in- 
spection of the ledger that he had one very accurate 
and painstaking clerk in his employ, and he would be 
sure of this although he had never seen him. He 
would know that employe by his work, and we can 
know God in exactly the same way. We can know 
Him by His works. 

Look around you as you go out tomorrow morning. 
Study the gardens you pass, watch the sunlight among 
the trees; see how everything is bursting into new life 
with the coming of the spring. Or look up at the night 
sky, with its millions of stars. We can know a great 
deal about God from the wonderful works of His 
hands and from the order and the beauty everywhere 
manifest in the realm of nature. 

Think of the vast store of wealth to be found in the 
earth—the gold and the iron, the marble and the 
granite, and the coal by which we are warmed. Next 
time you are in the country look at the growing crops, 
and the sheep and cows grazing in the fields, all draw- 
ing their sustenance from the land, and remember that 
all our bodily needs—food, clothing, warmth and shel- 
ter—are all products of the earth and that they are 
all provided for our use by God, the Creator of the uni- 
verse. 


From the wonderful works of God we know with- 
out doubt that He exists. From the good things 
provided by His bounty we know with certainty 
that God is good. 
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IV 


It May SEEM INCREDIBLE... 


but it is a fact that a wild bird caught recently in 
England and freed again after being “ringed,” was 
discovered twenty-four hours later in Newfoundland! 
Some birds travel many thousands of miles, flying 
day and night, and, with the aid of the wind, they 
move at anything from eighty to a hundred and fifty 
miles an hour. That is why nature has provided them 
with powerful breast muscles supported by a keel. 

It is a remarkable fact that the keels of birds that 
fly long distances are like that of a racing yacht, while 
those that do not fly, like the ostrich and the emu, 
have no keels at all. 

When the time for migration comes, the urge, or 
desire-to-go, is so strong, even in young birds reared 
by hand, that they will dash themselves frantically 
against their cage in their efforts to escape. 

In the autumn large flocks of birds of all kinds 
may be seen waiting for a wind to assist them in their 
flight abroad. If you have ever seen such a flock of 
birds you may have wondered 


Why do birds migrate? 


How do they know in which direction to travel; 
and how do they find their way over such vast tracts 
of land and sea? 

Weil, let us see if we can find the answers to those 
questions. It is no explanation for migration to say: 
“They go in search of food.” For, if this is so, why 
do some go while others stay? Undoubtedly the quest 
for food is the reason for migration in some cases, 
but it is not so in all. It is not lack of food that brings 
the swallows to England from Africa, for instance, 
for while some species come to England annually others 
remain in Africa all the year round. And even if the 
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search for food were the cause of migration, it would 
not explain how birds know where food is to be found. 

Nor can we explain birds’ knowledge of the di- 
rection they must travel merely by saying: “They 
have a sense of direction.” Of course they have, for 
even when flying across land, birds often travel by 
night and at a great height, so there can be no ques- 
tion of finding their way by landmarks. And to say: 
“They return the way they came” is ridiculous, for 
what tracks are there in the air to guide them? 

Moreover, many of the birds that visit us in the 
summer months nest here, and in many cases (the 
cuckoo, for instance) the parents leave first, and the 
young ones follow later. 

The migration of birds, therefore, cannot be ex- 
plained by the search for food, force of habit, memory, 
or by knowledge gained from their parents. 


How then can it be explained? 

Whence comes this urge to go at certain seasons, 
and how can we account for the birds’ undoubted sense 
of direction? 

We can explain it only by admitting the existence 
of what is called “Instinct”—that mysterious force 
which leads them to act in a certain way at a certain 
time—in short, to obey the fixed laws laid down for 
them by Almighty God for their well-being and the 
preservation of the species. 


The Sand-Wasp 


But birds are not alone in showing us wonderful 
instances of instinct. Another most interesting exam- 
ple is that of the sand-wasp which prepares a worm 
as food for its young without ever having learnt how 
to do so. 

The sand-wasp does not kill the worm but de- 
prives it of movement by cutting and paralyzing its 
motor-nerve centers. When the worm is completely 
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helpless the sand-wasp lays its eggs beside it and 
covers worm and eggs with a layer of earth. 

This paralyzing of the worm’s motor-nerve centers 
can only be described as a skillful surgical operation, 
and nature has provided the sand-wasp with the neces- 
sary surgical instruments! But this is not all, for the 
sand-wasp, which shows such truly remarkable surgi- 
cal skill, exercises that skill, entirely without training, 
from the very first moment of its existence! 


How do we know this? 


We know it because the sand-wasp lives for only 
one season, and before its young come out of the earth 
with which it covered them, it is dead. It is impos- 
sible, therefore, for the young sand-wasp to learn its 
skill from its parents, and it is equally impossible for 
it to pass on that skill to its own offspring. Yet all 
sand-wasps act in exactly the same manner! 


How then does the Sand-Wasp obtain its skill? 


It cannot be by chance, for the surgical skill shown 
by a sand-wasp is not possible to attain by chance. 
Moreover, a worm may be attacked at numberless 
points and the chance of striking the motor-nerve 
centers only, in each case and at the first attempt, is 
too remote to be seriously considered. 

Nor does the insect gain its skill by reasoning, for 
it is certain that the sand-wasp does not reason. When 
it meets with any novel difficulty it acts like a creature 
without reason and is unable to overcome it. More- 
over, reason alone cannot give skill. Our commonsense 
tells us that the trained skill of the surgeon, for in- 
stance, cannot be attained without training and prac- 
tice. Yet the fact remains that the sand-wasp does 
show a most remarkable surgical skill, without train- 
ing and without practice—and all sand-wasps are 
equally expert! 
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Instinct is given by God 


There can be no doubt, therefore, that the sand- 
wasp in following its instinct acts according to fixed 
laws made for it by the Creator—that loving and wise 
God Who gives, even to insects, an instinctive knowl- 
edge by which they may make provision for their 
young. And, in order that there shall be no mistake, 
God has ordained that the sand-wasp shall act in 
just this way and in no other. 

It was He Who planned the work; it is He Who 
moves the insect to perform it—and it is He Who has 
ordained that birds shall migrate at certain seasons 
and Who has given them the instinct and the power. 

To those, therefore, who use their reason, the mar- 
velous order shown by the lower creatures is no baf- 
fling mystery, but an irresistible proof for the existence 
of God. It is a cause for lifting up our hearts to Him 
in wonder and praise of His wisdom, goodness and 
power. 


(This series of leaflets issued by The League for God of 
England will be continued in the next issue, September 22nd, 
of The Catholic Mind. 

Those who wish to take part in this apostolate of arousing 
all people, Catholic and non-Catholic, to a realization of the 
existence of God and of man’s dependability on God, may order 
copies of each individual little article, in a four-page leaflet. 

These leaflets, then, according to the program of The League 
for God, may be distributed by hand or deposited in the mail 
boxes of friends and neighbors.) 
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